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WHO IS AYAYA
“HOW WE 
SEE AFRICA, 
OUR BELOVED 
CONTINENT.”

The mission of AYAYA is to uplift 
underprivileged children of the 
African Continent by empowering 
youth of the diaspora to engage 
in community service, cultural 
immersion and innovation in Africa. 

OUR VISION
We believe that every child in Africa should 
have access to the necessary education, 
resources, and opportunities needed to 
thrive in his or her community and around 
the world. AYAYA’s platform will allow 
youth and young adults in the diaspora 
to engage in initiatives aimed at uplifting 
underprivileged children.

SERVICE CULTURE

AYAYA understands the 
value of learning about, 
and appreciating, another 
culture in its most authentic 
form. That is why we make it a 
priority to integrate cultural 
excursions into the service 
trip. Over the years we have 
explored historical sites and 
experienced local traditions, 
dances and cuisines. 

INNOVATION

AYAYA understands that the 
African Continent holds a 
great potential for growth 
and development.  During 
the service trip, AYAYA trip 
participants are given the 
opportunity to engage 
with businesses, initiatives, 
senior leaders in civil service 
and entrepreneurs that are 
propelling Africa upward on 
a global stage.

SERVICE TRIP
Dear Friends and Supporters,

Thank you for your continued support and your willingness to join us on this journey to 
empower Africa’s Youth. 

2017 was a year of both growth and challenge for AYAYA: we met with local NGOs in Akwa 
Ibom State, Nigeria to expand our vision of service; we added a new home to our roster; 
we embarked on our first innovation initiative through a drone workshop with Global Air 
Media, headed by founder and Director of Innovation, Eno Umoh; and last but not least, 
we hosted our most diverse trip to date. 

During the 2017 trip we donated to 5 homes and one school and served close to 1,000 
children. Our trip attendees spent quality time dancing, playing soccer and getting to 
know more about the joy-filled youth we serve. 

We are poised for our 6th annual trip to Nigeria, re-energized to continue our work in Akwa 
Ibom State and to continue to challenge ourselves to contribute to the future of Africa.

Always in Gratitude, 

Andima Umoren
Executive Director
AYAYA Association

WHO IS AYAYA
OUR MISSION

Khalil Gibran wrote, “You 
give but little when you 
give of your possessions. It 
is when you give of yourself 
that you truly give.” AYAYA 
partners with institutions 
and organizations that 
work in the following areas: 
human rights, children’s 
rights, women’s rights, 
ethnic conflict resolution, 
and disability rights.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
On May 26th,  AYAYA 
members from the United 
States returned to Akwa 
Ibom State, Nigeria for the 
5th Annual Mission Trip! We 
embarked on the 2017 with 
the theme, " Éyóp atõngõ ké 
étók adó édûék" meaning, 

USA
• Victor Ekanem
• Tracy Ekong
• Inemesit Essien
• Tequila Graham
• Imo Inyang
• Shalini Malaki
• Nsikak Nkanang
• Kelechi Onyejiaka

• Phylicia Porter
• Caleb Udofia
• Emmanuel Udoh 
• Idorenyin Udoh
• Eno Umoh
• Moses Umoh
• Andima Umoren

Enactus, University of Uyo
• Edidiong (President)
• Sifon
• Charles
• Samuel
• Godwin
• Lekwa
• Tolu
• Rosemary
• David
• Daniel

"The palm tree digs its 
deepest roots when it is 
young." Keeping this theme 
in mind, we continued 
our work with our past 
intiatives delivering food, 
toiletry items and school 
supplies to local schools, 

WHAT'S NEXT? SERVICE TRIP 2017

DONATE
Whether it’s school supplies 
or a monetary donation, 
your donation will have a 
lasting impact on the youth 
we visit. Make a donation at 
www.weareayaya.com. 

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

EXPANSION AND LOGO CHANGE

AYAYA rebranded in 2016, 
as the African Youth 
and Young Adults. While 
the organization is still 
commonly referred to as 
AYAYA, the first letter in 
the acronym and the new 
logo reflect the diversity of 
AYAYA trip participants, who 
represent other Nigerian 

states and the United 
States. Moving forward, 
the organization plans 
to maintain and grow its 
legacy service trip in Akwa 
Ibom State, Nigeria, while 
striving to be more inclusive 
of Africa as a whole. Thank 
you for continuing to grow 
and expand with us and 

cheers to the future for, as 
Ralph Waldo Emerson said, 
“What lies behind us and 
what lies before us are tiny 
matters compared to what 
lies within us.”

Logo Designed by Isang 
Udokwere, Shalini Malaki & 
Charles Foster

SERVE
Looking to join a nonprofit 
board? Or do you have a 
skill to share with the AYAYA 
team. Email Andima Umoren 
to join the team! 

(aeumoren@weareayaya.com)

SHARE
Follow us on Twitter or 
Instagram @WeAreAYAYA 
or like our Facebook page, 
AYAYA Association. Then 
share our updates with your 
friends and family!

TRAVEL
Join us on one of the trips! We travel to Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria every year in May. Visit 
our website www.weareayaya.com to find out when our application goes live. 

orphanages and skills 
centers. Additionally, AYAYA 
launched two new projects; 
A Special Olympics and 
drone workshop making this 
our most successful trip to 
date.

PARTICIPATING MEMBERS

http://www.weareayaya.com
mailto:aeumoren@weareayaya.com
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• May 25th - Arrive in Lagos

• May 26th - Travel to Akwa Ibom, Nigeria

• May 27th - Children’s Day Celebration and Parade & Visit to Slave Port/Women’s Museum

• May 28th - Motherless Babies Home Onna, Visit with Chief of Onna

• May 29th - Democracy Day Celebration

• May 30th - Memorial for Austin Ekong, Visit to Gospel Village

• May 31st - Drone Lecture at the University of Uyo, Drone Workshop at Nsit Ubium 
Salvation Army Secondary School

• June 1st - Holy Family Sisters of the Needy Orphanage, L.C.N. Children’s Home 

• June 2nd - St. Louise’s Handicapped Center (Special Olympics) and Global Rescue Mission 
Orphanage

This day marked the colorful, 
2017 Annual Children’s 
Day festivities held in Uyo 
Township Stadium. The 
celebration this year also 
marked the 91st global 
celebration of the rights 
and well-being of children 
and so the theme was child 
protection and bringing 
an end to violence against 
children. AYAYA members, 
again, had the opportunity 
to march with children from 
every local government 
represented by the different 
schools.

TRIP ITINERARY

CHILDREN’S DAY

Children's Day CtD.
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As the only motherless babies’ home AYAYA 
visits, this home is quite special. We were 
able to meet new babies as well as follow 
up with those who have transitioned out 
of the home and back to their families. It is 
always so hard to say goodbye to our little 
ones at the end of the visit!

As part of AYAYA’s promise of cultural enrichment the group met and enjoyed dinner with 
the chief of Onna, His Royal Majesty, Ette Idung, Paramount Royal of Onna, Akwa Ibom 
State Nigeria. During the dinner the group had an opportunity to learn more about the 
cultural practices of Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria. 

AYAYA MEETS A CHIEF

The slave port is one of the 
most moving experiences on 
the trip. A literal immersion 
into our history, participants 
were able to descend into 
the large holding containers 
that held slaves before 
they were shipped to the 
Americas.

One of the biggest 
revolts against the 
British colonial power 
in Nigeria took place 
in the Ikot Abasi local 
government in Akwa 
Ibom State. A revolt later 
named the “Women’s 
War” which lasted one 
month from November 
1929 to December 1929 
was triggered by an 
increase in tax by the 
British and ended in the 
massacre of hundreds of 
women. In Ikot Abasi there 
lies a memorial a few feet 
away from the slave port and 

a museum to commemorate 
those brave women. A 
beautiful and powerful 
collection of artwork, 
artifacts and history of the 
riot, and colonial times, the 

museum is maintained by 
the current Director Edith 
Etete who herself is a direct 
descendant of one of these 
brave women! 

Slave Port

Women War Memorial 
Museum

The Motherless 
Babies Home

Local Government: Onna
# of Children: 18

Ages: 0-4
Donations: Diapers, Baby 

Clothes, Baby Formula
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GOSPEL VILLAGE
Local Government: Abak

# of Children: 475
Ages: 0-18

Donations: 300 Backpacks, Writing Utensils
AYAYA continues to be inspired by the self-sustained community that is Gospel Village. 
They boast everything from a chapel to a school to a skills center, and every year they ask 
us for the same items: school supplies! By partnering with educational institutions and 
individual donors in the US, AYAYA was able to equip the students with supplies for the 
next school year.

DRONE LECTURE  
AYAYA partnered with Global 
Air Media, an Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle (UAV) mapping 
and cinematography 
company based in Baltimore 
Maryland, to host a UAV 

DRONE WORKSHOP

capabilities lecture at the 
University of Uyo and a 
Drone Building Workshop at 
Nsit Ubium Salvation Army 
School. 
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Local Government: Nsit 
Ubium

# of Children: 25
Ages: 0-18

Donations:  diapers, food, 
baby formula

This was our second visit to LCN, a 
home that caters to the orphans in the 
Ikot Otung community. On our visit 
AYAYA discovered that part of the home 
was destroyed in a fire. AYAYA seeks to 
be of help in the reconstruction of this 
home.

This is our fourth consecutive 
year to the HFSN Home and 
Director Sister Mary Judith 
has been replaced by Rev. 

HOLY FAMILY SISTERS OF THE 
NEEDY

Sister Mary Chimtuwa. In her 
previous diocese she ran a 
bakery that not only brought 
income for the upkeep of 

the home but also provided 
a service of fresh food to 
the community. Now that 
another Director has been 
assigned, Sister Judith seeks 
to build a bakery here in Ini 
to support HFSN. AYAYA was 
able to inspect the bakery 
site, current equipment and 
needs for this project. We 
seek to help Sister Judith, 
HFSN and the Ini local 
government with their goal. 

L.C.N. IKOT OTONG

ST. LOUISE’S HANDICAPPED 
CENTER

“I AM NOT AFRICAN BECAUSE I WAS 
BORN IN AFRICA BUT BECAUSE 

AFRICA WAS BORN IN ME.”  
- KWAME NKRUMAH

Local Government: Ini
# of Children: 38

Ages: 0-15
Donations: Baby clothes, 

diapers, baby formula

Local Government: 
Ikot Ekpene
# of Children: 260
Ages: 6-18
Donations: 215 track 
suits, sneakers, 
jerseys, food, trophies

St. Louise’s is a favorite of 
AYAYA trip participants, 
with their highly qualified 
staff, intelligent students... 
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Local Government: Okobo
# of Children: 47

Ages: 0-18
Donations: Food, School Bags, 

Hygiene items, clothes
AYAYA identifies with FONO’s 
vision of “an Akwa Ibom and 
Nigeria where lives of the 
poor and underprivileged 

Friends of 
the Needy  

GLOBAL RESCUE TEAM MISSIONS

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL OUR 2017 
DONORS & SUPPORTERS. THIS WAS POSSIBLE 

BECAUSE OF YOU.

....and their mission of 
inclusivity. AYAYA believes 
that social challenges, such 
as promoting equality for 
those who are differently 
abled, is important in the 
narrative of development. 
So, on our 5-year anniversary 
to St Louie’s, we hosted a 
Special Olympics for over 
200 participants. It was 
a fun-filled day for the 
community, the students 
and their parents.  

ST. LOUISE’S CTD.
Local Government: Uyo
# of Children: 47
Ages: 0-18
Donations: Food, Hygiene items

Global Rescue Team Missions’ 
Fulfillment Christian Family 
Center was a new addition 
to the 2017 Service Trip. 
Located in Uyo, this home 
clearly stood out as one 
of the neediest homes. 
We are grateful to home 
director Rev (Amb.) Uyoatta 
H. Ntekop for her service to 
these children, and we are 
committed to improving the 
infrastructure of the home. 

(Not Pictured) 

are positively impacted, as 
they are our future leaders.” 
We continue to supply them 
with items donated by local 

merchandise suppliers, 
donors and trip participants.

GLOBAL RESCUE TEAM 
MISSIONS CTD.



Éyóp atõngõ ké étók adó édûék 

The palm tree digs its deepest 
roots when it is young

Ibibio proverb 


